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UPCOMING EVENTS:

Sponsors
supported

SCOPE

24-26 January 2017, Florida US

MRN & WORLD
COURIER WEBINAR
31 January 2017
Email us for details

15

OCT WEST COASTCROs relationships
22-23 February 2017, Burlingame CA

MEDICON VALLEY ALLIANCE
Breakfast meeting with MRN
& World Courier
28 February 2017, Denmark

>2000

Patients treated
in the home

OCT EUROPE

16-17 May 2017, Barcelona

OCT NEW ENGLAND

6-7 June 2017, Boston MA

DIA CHICAGO
19-21 June 2017

OCT UK & IRELAND

28-29 June 2017, London UK

OCT MIDWEST

12-13 September 2017, Chicago IL

INTRODUCTION
It’s hard to believe MRN is 10 years
old, where has the time gone?

MRN IS EXCITED TO RETURN
TO THE SCOPE CONFERENCE

January 24-26 2017
Miami, Florida
Visit booth

1007

Email enquiries@themrn.co.uk
to arrange a one-to-one meeting

When we set up the business back in
2006 the concept of nurses conducting
trial visits in patients’ homes was
completely new to the industry.
It seems unreal that in such a short
period of time, our Home Trial
Support service has become almost
commonplace in today’s clinical trial
environment, thanks to the team’s
marketing and educational efforts.
Over the past 12 months we have
seen a huge amount of growth.

We have hired a lot of new talented
people and, as a result, have invested
heavily in our processes, training,
quality and systems.
As the sector continues to grow and
strengthen, MRN is well placed
to continue as market leader and
we are ready for the next exciting 10
years ahead!
I hope you enjoy our annual winter
newsletter and I wish you all the best
for the festive season.

Stuart Redding

VP BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
AND MARKETING
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In the News

MRN CELEBRATES 10 YEARS!
The MRN team
celebrating 10 years
supporting clinical trials

THE FUTURE OF
CLINICAL TRIALS
Graham Wylie

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Since we established MRN 10 years
ago, it has always been focused on
developing community approach to
medical research. Starting as a UK only
business in 2006 we have grown to
become an international organisation
supporting large clinical trials in 38
countries around the world. Yet, we
operate in a challenging marketplace.
The traditional clinical trial model is
in a state of chronic decline - with
reducing recruitment and worsening
retention of patients. One in four
patients drop out of a study before
completion and recruitment rates
have fallen by almost 50% in recent
years, due to a bottleneck in access to
patients through clinical trial sites.
So what does the future hold? Over the
next 10 years, the MRN will continue to
reinvigorate clinical trial model, through
its continued focus on community
based trials.
By offering home care and site nursing
support as part of a trial solution, the
patient recruitment pool is increased
and the recruitment and retention issues
are significantly reduced. Harnessing
the power of familiar digital and social
channels, combining MRN’s own
innovative data capture technology, we
can link patients to trials in a way that has
never been seen before.
If every trial included an extra patient,
because the visit was direct to patient
in their home, then every clinical trial
around the world would speed up by 30
days, saving the industry $30 million if
the product doesn’t make it to market or
generate the same in extra profit if the
trial is successful.
Look out for our series of videos in
the New Year, looking forward to the
innovations and growth MRN expects
to see in its next 10 years. For more
information about the clinical trial model
of the future click below.

Watch Video
2
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2016 marks MRN’s 10 year anniversary. Since foundation, the company has:

INCREASED
HEADCOUNT TO
> 75 EMPLOYEES

EXPANDED COVERAGE
TO 38 COUNTRIES
WORLDWIDE

TREATED
OVER 2,000
PATIENTS

CONDUCTED OVER
20,000 HOME
CLINICAL TRIAL VISITS

MRN’s Site Nurse Support and Home Trial Support services have supported:

OVER 65
SPONSORS

15 OF THE
TOP CROs

MORE THAN 170
CLINICAL TRIALS

MRN GIVING BACK
In September 2016 CEO, Graham Wylie, participated in the
Great North Run – a half marathon in the North of England on
behalf of MacMillan Cancer Support.
MRN is supporting four charities this year and has already
raised over $9,000.
Without patients and the great nurses who support them,
clinical trials would not be possible. MRN’s charity program is
a way of saying thank you to everyone involved.

Graham Wylie

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FOCUS ON ACTION DUCHENNE
November saw Matima and Seema attend Action Duchenne’s annual conference
in London - its biggest one to date. It was exciting to learn about our collaborative
work with others working to improve lives through research. Discussions revolved
around over 60 DMD trials, new therapies and research projects and the growing
DMD community.

The take home message? Patients and industry need to work together
to design clinical trial protocols that will aid in DMD research.

In the News

BUILDING PATIENT
CENTRIC TRIALS:
A NURSE’S
PERSPECTIVE

A nurse’s perspective on
the power of patientcentric trials in improving
people’s lives

Many times we go to
work and don’t realize
the significant impact
we may have on
someone’s life

JOYCE’S STORY:

A

s a nurse with over 30 years
of experience, I’ve had the
opportunity to work with many patients,
sharing in their emotional and lifechanging medical journeys.
These unique stories and memories drive
the passion that I bring to work each day.
I feel fortunate to have seen first-hand the
impact of home support for patients in
clinical trials, especially the impact it had
for Sam and his family.
Several years ago I had the pleasure
of caring for a young father, Sam, who
courageously joined one of the first
clinical trials testing a new drug that
would later become an approved
blockbuster and standard of care cancer
drug. This combination drug treatment
gave him side effects lasting a few days
that made everyday tasks, even getting
out of bed, a challenge.

Real impact of trials on patients
A visit to the trial site for an infusion
would require Sam to endure a four
hour round trip each day or an overnight
stay near the site for each treatment
cycle. Travel like this would not only
be very difficult for him physically, but
would mean cherished time spent away
from his wife Jamie, and eight year-old
son, Henry.
Fortunately, the trial was able to offer
Sam in-home trial support and I had the
pleasure of being his home trial nurse.

Positive effects of home trial support
One day, as we sat waiting for his drug
infusion to complete, Sam spoke about
how happy he was to be treated at home
and what that meant to him.

On the hard days, when the side effects
were at their worst, he was surrounded
by his family, his greatest support system.
Being at home meant that he was able to
sleep in his own bed with the comfort of
his faithful dogs nearby.

During the days he was able to gain his
strength and get his symptoms under
control, Sam was able to spend time
with his son - playing, school bus drop
offs, chatting together, teaching him.
This time was so very precious to him.
Moments like these would have been lost
if I wasn’t able to treat him at home.

Building a patient-centric trial gives
patients more
Many times we go to work and don’t
realize the significant impact we may
have on someone’s life, like Sam and his
family. It takes each of us, the Sponsor,
the CRO, the nurses, the patient’s family
and so many others to support each
vital step that ensures essential new
treatments get to market.
Because of the important work you do,
Sam and his family, along with countless
others have had the opportunity to have
one more day, one more month, or a
lifetime of treasured moments with the
ones they love.

Read Joyce’s full story
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Featured

GRAHAM WYLIE’S
FEATURED ARTICLE
“ON YOUR DOORSTEP”
IN MAY 2016 VOLUME
OF INTERNATIONAL
CLINICAL TRIALS
PERSONALISED TOUCH
In today’s world, anything is possible.
More intense models of nursing care
than those mentioned for paediatric
studies can be operated in highly
complex trials in adults.
Full-time employed nurses can be
utilised, who work internationally to
support a specific clinical trial, and are
permanently ‘on call’ for the trial in
whatever trial site or patient location
is required. Staff may provide patient
care where their licence permits,
but in other countries or states, they
simply train and advise local site
staff on the trial-specific elements
of very complex studies, or maintain
highly complex equipment to reduce
variability in the trial.
The pediatric R&D clinical trial pipeline
is changing, showing significant growth
in the number and proportion of rare

diseases and products that require
parenteral administration.
Analysis shows there is significant
demand for home healthcare services
in such studies, simultaneously
creating more complex demands on
the service provider, as the objectives
of the sponsor and site focus more on
the patient experience.
It is predicted that high-intensity and
basic Home Trial Support models will
be increasingly applied to paediatric
trials in the future, as patient
experience becomes an ever-more
important factor.

Graham Wylie

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Read More

SPOTLIGHT NEW HIRES
Joyce Smith

RESEARCH NURSE MANAGER

Bringing over 30 years’ experience
to MRN’s nursing team, Joyce has an
extensive background in the clinical
care of patients and conducting clinical
trials. In previous roles as a Director
of Clinical Services and a Research
Program Leader, Joyce was involved
in a variety of drug and device trials
including hemotology, oncology,
neurology and pain management.
Having joined MRN in July, Joyce is
already an integral part of the MRN
team, bringing a unique perspective
and skill set.
With an extensive understanding of
both patient needs, plus sponsor and
regulatory agency requirements, Joyce
is relishing the opportunity to design
patient-centric solutions to clinical trials
at MRN.
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GET IN TOUCH
If you would like support in
your next clinical trial then get
in touch by emailing
enquiries@themrn.co.uk.
You can also get in touch via
LinkedIn and Twitter.
UK ADDRESS
Medical Research Network Ltd
Talon House, Presley Way
Milton Keynes
Buckinghamshire
MK8 0ES
Tel: +44 (0)1908 261 153
Email: enquiries@themrn.co.uk
NORTH AMERICA ADDRESS

Graham Morrison

COMPLIANCE OFFICER

Working in clinical trials since 2005,
Graham has a strong background in
quality and compliance. He recognises
the challenges MRN face as a fast
growing business and is excited about
the opportunity to use his skills and
experience to help MRN develop.
Joining the MRN in September from
Quintiles, where he worked as a
Clinical Operations Manager at the
Phase 1 unit, Graham will be the main
point of contact for all aspects of
quality and compliance within MRN.
Prior to this Graham worked as the
Senior Quality Control Manager at
Retroscreen Virology, heading up the
Quality Control Department. He is
looking forward to offering regulatory
advice and support to MRN’s project
teams around the world.

Medical Research Network Inc.
8001 N Lincoln Ave
Skokie. IL 60077
USA
Tel: +1 (847) 983 3640
Email: enquiries@themrn.co.uk

FOLLOW US
@MedResNet
Medical Research Network
www.themrn.co.uk

